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ACQUIRING COMMUNICATIVE COMPETENCE IN ENGLISH FOR
PROFESSIONAL PURPOSES BY CADETS OF MILITARY HIGHER
MILITARY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

Ongoing war in Ukraine intensified the necessity to have a good command of English for
military personnel. Consequently, tertiary education establishments are facing an urgent
requirement to create or tailor syllabuses and programs of instruction for the disciplines that
account for mastering foreign language for professional purposes which, in turn, involves creating
courses and textbooks based on the assessment of goals and needs, as well as functions for which
English is required.

The article tackles the problem of designing and delivering a course in military specialized
English, considers its stages, provides an analysis of its methodological foundations, describes the
course structure, presents a complex of effective tasks and activities that enable acquiring
communicative competence in a foreign language for professional purposes.

Key words: communicative competence; future officers; foreign language for professional
purposes; course; feedback.

Introduction. Present day military and political challenges require an effective
response and an increase in the level of operational interoperability between the
Armed Forces of Ukraine and NATO member states to perform joint tasks and
training abroad. We cannot but agree with M. Hrebeniuk and V. Krykun who state
that “one of the essential tasks in the language training system is formation of
sufficient level of foreign language communicative competence of Ukrainian service
members, which will enable them to successfully accomplish professional tasks in
foreign language environment, partake in international defence cooperation activities
and multinational peacekeeping operations” [1]. Accordingly, the responsibility of
service members to master English as the main working language of NATO is
increasing. In this context, higher military educational institutions are tasked to train
future officers to acquire the necessary competencies, which include the ability to
communicate in a foreign language in official activities during the performance of
professional duties in a foreign language environment.

At the Hetman Petro Sahaidachnyi National Army Academy the discipline
«Foreign language for professional purposes» is included in the selective component of
the educational program and is studied during the second and third years if chosen by
future officers. A unique feature of this discipline is the preparation of future officers for
effective communication, which is determined by the ability to express one's own
thoughts and understand the thoughts of the interlocutor in a real professional situation
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[2]. Therefore, systematic work is needed to transform the goals of learning a foreign
language into a practical plane. Its essence can be seen in the development of adequate
methods, restructuring of the process of learning a foreign language in the interests of
effective assimilation of communicative skills by cadets [3].

Analysis of relevant research. The relevance of the discussed topic is
substantiated in the Roadmap for improving language training in the Armed Forces of
Ukraine for 2021-2025, the Draft Law on the Use of the English Language in
Ukraine, the Standardization Agreement STANAG 6001. The formation of foreign
language communicative competence was studied by Ukrainian scientists
R. Hryshkova, O. Yefimova. The effectiveness of using the competence approach in
learning a foreign language was substantiated by R. Docking, communicative and
student-centered approaches by K. Brown, D.Nanen, J.Richards. I. Zaichenko
described the principles of systematicity and consistency, accessibility and visibility
in pedagogy. N. Shalyhina analysed the development of communicative competence
of multinational HQs in the process of military professional training for participation
in peacekeeping operations. Despite substantial research on the problem of foreign
language training in the Armed Forces of Ukraine, the problem of acquiring
communicative competence in foreign language for professional purposes by the
cadets of military higher educational institutions has not been considered enough.

The purpose of the article is to reveal the rationale and specifics of the course
«Military Specialized English (Mechanized and Tank Troops)», describe the stages of
its creation; tackle its methodological foundations and structure; present a set of
effective exercises that form the ability to communicate in a foreign language for
professional purposes based on the feedback received from teachers and cadets of the
experimental groups.

Research methods applied in the study included methods of analysis and
synthesis, systematization, induction and deduction.

Results. The program of discipline «Foreign language for professional
purposes» 1s compiled on the basis of cadets’ goals and needs analysis, as well as the
duties for which the English language is necessary in the official activities of the
future officers. The needs and goals for learning English change in accordance with
the requirements of time, qualification characteristics and documents that regulate the
organization of military specialists training system. Accordingly, it is necessary to
review them regularly and make changes to the curriculum of the educational
discipline in order to improve the organization of the educational process and
contribute to the formation of the necessary competences for communicating in
English in a professional environment. Therefore, the teachers of the Department of
Foreign Languages and Military Translation of the National Army Academy
conducted a study of the needs and goals of studying the academic discipline
«Foreign language for professional purposes», as well as an analysis of the
educational and professional programs «Mechanized troops command and control»
(2022) and «Tank troops command and control» (2022) and changes were made to
the syllabus, training programs of the discipline «Foreign language for professional
purposes», taking into account the requirement to study professional topics
specifically for units of mechanized and tank troops. As a result of these additions

169



BiiicrkoBa ocBiTa 2 (48), 2023

and changes, a group of authors, namely M. Levko, O. Sovhar, V. Boychenko,
I. Antoniv, O. Shcherba and I. Tychyna designed a course and wrote the textbook
«Military Specialized English (Mechanized and Tank Troops)» [4], which was tested
in two experimental groups.

Ukraine’s European integration aspirations include the recognition of European
standards in the field of language policy. According to the data for 2021 of the EF
English Proficiency Index annual study on determining the level of English language
proficiency in different countries of the world, Ukraine belongs to the countries with
an average level of English language proficiency and occupies the 35th position in
the ranking out of 111 countries in the world [5]. The study also proves that adults are
the driving force behind the development of English proficiency in Europe,
undermining the common belief that most people learn English at school. Since 2015,
young school leavers from Europe have held steady, while every other age group has
improved significantly. Adults over the age of forty scored almost 100 points [5],
which indicates the expediency of learning English in institutions of higher education
and in intensive English language courses.

In June 2023, the President of Ukraine submitted to the Verkhovna Rada of
Ukraine «Law Draft the on the Use of the English Language» No. 9432 of 06.28.2023,
which in the third article obliges command of the English language for military officers
serving under a contract, the list of which is established by the Cabinet of Ministers of
Ukraine [6]. The document states that «the transformation of the status of the English
language in Ukraine is a necessity and a strategic step towards the full membership of
our country in the EU, because command of the English language is a key competence
in the conditions of globalization changes» [6].

According to the Roadmap for improving language training in the Armed Forces
of Ukraine (for 2021-2025), approved by the decision of the Minister of Defence of
Ukraine on March 1, 2021 (No. 17108/z/11-2020 dated February 24, 2021), it is
determined that it is a strategic goal is to ensure the achievement knowledge of a
foreign language at a level not lower than the Standardized speaking level of
Standardized Language Profile (SLP) Level 1+ «Survival» until 2024 and SLP Level
2 «Functional» from 2025 according to the NATO STANAG 6001 standard by
officers [7] in listening, reading, writing, and speaking.

Therefore, at the first stage of developing a course, the teachers of the
Department of Foreign Languages and Military Translation of the National Army
Academy analyzed the needs of future officers of the mechanized troops in order to
achieve the standardized level of SLP 2 during the study of the discipline «Foreign
language for professional purposes. First, the description of the level of speech
competence of SLP 2 Functional»was analyzed and the main competences in
listening, speaking, reading and writing were determined; the educational and
professional programs Mechanized troops command and control» (2022) and Tank
troops command and control» (2022) were considered. Secondly, a survey was
conducted among cadets regarding their communicative needs and a list of topics to
be covered in the curriculum and, accordingly, in the «Military Specialized English
(Mechanized and Tank Troops)» course.
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Finally, a series of consultations were held with the faculty of the Department of
Tactics to specify the selected topics and the content of the future course was
approved, containing seven topics: «Mechanized and tank troops in the structure of
the Army of the Armed Forces of Ukraine», «Small arms», «Military equipment»,
«Task organisation of mechanized and tank units», «Military topography», «Combat
operations of mechanized and tank units», «Troop Leading Procedures», professional
knowledge in which the cadets acquired studying the academic disciplines of the
professional training cycle.

During the second stage — planning — a structural framework of the course was
drawn up, its content, components, and deadlines were approved, as well as the scope
and authors of each unit.

The course «Military specialized English (Mechanized and tank troops)» is
designed for 100 hours of practical classes and 50 hours of self study and intended for
the cadets of the Hetman Petro Sahaidachnyi National Army Academy, specialty 253
«Military management (by types of armed forces)» specializations «Mechanized troops
command and control» and «Tank troops command and control». As a main resource for
the course a textbook was created according to the thematic principle, including seven
separate topics that do not depend on each other and, if necessary, providing an
opportunity to study the content in any sequence. Each topic is a separate module, which
consists of lessons corresponding to the topic of the module. Each lesson is designed for
2-6 hours of practical classes and self study.

At the third stage — design — the methodological foundations and principles of
learning, which were the basis of the course and the textbook, were discussed, among
which a competence-based, communicative and student centered approach to language
learning was defined, as well as the principles of systematicity and consistency,
accessibility and visibility. Based on the competency-based approach to language
learning, the authors understood that it was necessary to «shift the main focus from what
students know about the language to what students can do with it» [8].

Since a communicative approach to language learning involves the creation of
«an environment in which a student has the opportunity to learn an authentic
language» [9]. And authentic language is language that is used in the real world to
discuss meanings and accomplish tasks. D. Nunan notes that «the communicative
environment emphasizes interaction, conversation, and language use, not learning
about the languagelanguage» [10]. Therefore, when planning the lessons, it was
necessary to develop activities, the main focus of which would be on teaching
communication through interaction in the target language.

Adhering to the principles of student-centered learning, authors made sure the
classes were «focused on the needs and abilities of students, as well as topics that
relate to life, needs, and their interests» [11].

It was agreed that the modern military doctrines of Ukraine and the USA, the
provisions of field manuals and other military documents would be used in the
training process, which would allow the cadets to learn about the main military
equipment and weapons of the Armed Forces of Ukraine and NATO countries, to
master the basic English military and professional terminology, grammatical and
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lexical specifics inherent in American military-technical texts, field guidelines,
instructions, descriptions, etc.

Together a group of authors developed a sample of a lesson, which contained a
text, a word list in English and Ukrainian, providing the lexical minimum
corresponding to the topic of the lesson, and tasks to check comprehension of the
content of the text. It was agreed on the use of authentic and adapted materials that
can be used both in the classroom and during self study. A set of exercises aimed at
assimilation of lexical material was also developed, from which the teacher can
choose the most appropriate ones, taking into account the level of the cadets and time
allotted for classes.

The authors also developed tasks for understanding the discourse heard or read,
the development of dialogic, monologic and written speech, which are designed to
develop the ability to communicate in a foreign language with service members from
other countries while performing their professional duties. As typical exercises,
cross-choice exercises (true/false), matching tasks, multiple choice tasks, gap-fill
tasks, question and answer exercises, tasks of the extended responses» type, student
dictation, reading the text to obtain information, skimming and scanning,
replacing/inserting lexical items, retelling, abbreviated-selective retelling, retelling-
translation, acting as an interpretor, translating were used. The pilot lesson was tested
on a group of future officers, the strengths and weaknesses of activities and text were
analyzed and appropriate changes were made.

The fourth stage — developing the course (writing the textbook) — involved authors
writing their lessons, testing them on other authors, as well as separate groups of future
officers, correcting errors, amending ineffective tasks. In addition, at this stage an
introduction, methodological recommendations were added, a list of abbreviations was
created, audio recordings and audio scripts were processed, a list of resources was
compiled, and an electronic version of answer key for teachers was developed. After the
publication of the first edition of the textbook, it is currently undergoing the fifth stage —
the validation stage based on the example of two groups — one group specializing in
«Mechanized troops command and control» and the second — «Tank troops command
and control». The authors discuss the exercises, lessons and topics with the teachers of
the groups and analyze the useful feedback from the cadets doing the course regarding
various aspects of its effectiveness. As a result of the analysis, the authors make
corrections and additions to its future publication.

When giving their feedback the teachers and cadets of the experimental groups
highlighted exercises for the development of listening skills as a positive aspect of the
textbook. Taking into account the requirements of the NATO STANAG 6001 for
listening, the group of authors has developed a series of activities to develop this skill in
each lesson appropriate for Level 2 (Functional), which is «sufficient for understanding
conversation on everyday, social and personal professional topics» [12].

Based on the principle of accessibility and moving from easy to difficult, from
known to unknown the authors gradually increased the complexity of the exercises.
The teachers of the experimental groups state that incorporating visual aids is
effective for the development of speaking and writing skills, as well as increasing the
vocabulary, because the textbook contains figures, diagrams, maps, and slides that
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serve as a support for speaking activities. Nation and Newton also believe that visual
aids «provide a conceptual framework through cultural context or other clues, and
this helps with natural associations of images and words» [13].

It is worth noting that, according to the future officers, the most interesting of
the seven topics was the topic «Military equipment» and especially the task of
comparing the specifications of various types of military vehicles. As the most
difficult to study, the cadets named the lessons «Defensive operations» and
«Offensive operations». The probable reson is that those lessons contain a significant
amount of new vocabulary, so one of the solutions to this problem may be to increase
the number of hours for classroom study. Among the exercises on learning and
consolidating lexical material, the future officers named exercises for finding
Ukrainian equivalents of words in English-language texts and exercises for
deciphering abbreviations as quite engaging. Exercises in which it is necessary to
give answers to questions to the text were named as the least motivating.

Conclusions. Designing and developing a course «Foreign language for
professional purposes» in a military institution of higher education requires a
thorough study of the future officers’ needs for the formation of the necessary foreign
language communicative competences in the professional sphere, as well as meeting
the requirements of guidelines to achieve the necessary learning outcomes.

The stages of course preparation included needs analysis, planning, design,
development, and testing and validation; involved a detailed selection of topics
required for study, methods and principles of teaching, testing of trial exercises and
lessons, and making changes.

Discussion and analysis of feedback from teachers and cadets of the
experimental groups allows the authors to monitor the positive and negative aspects
of the exercises, correct shortcomings and make suggestions for changes in the
training programs of the discipline so that they remain relevant, effective and
interesting for future officers, and, therefore, motivate them to acquire the necessary
communicative competences.

Prospects of further research are envisioned in supplementing the course with
interactive e-course on LMS Moodle to enable blended learning and enhance
development of foreign language professional competence of future Armed Forces of
Ukrine officers.
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PE3IOME
Map’sina JleBko,
KaHJUJAT MeAaroriyHuX HayK, TOICHT,
JOLEHT Kadeapy iHO3eMHUX MOB Ta BiiiCBKOBOT'O MEpeKIaLy
Hartionanena Akangemisi CyXOImyTHUX BIMCBK
imeni rerbMana [lerpa Caraiijaunoro
Oxcana Cosrap,
KaHAUAT MearoriyHuX HayK, JTOICHT,
JOLIEHT Kadeapy iHO3eMHUX MOB Ta BiiiCEKOBOT'O MEpEKIaLy
Hartionansna Akanemist CyXOImyTHUX BIMCBK
imeHi rerpMana [letpa Caraitmaunoro

®OPMYBAHHS IHIHIOMOBHOI KOMYHIKATUBHOI KOMIIETEHTHOCTI
3 IHO3EMHOI MOBH 3A MPOPECIMHAM CIIPSIMYBAHHSM Y KYPCAHTIB
BIMCBKOBHUX BUIIIUX HABYAJIbHUX 3AKJIAIIB

YV uwacu 6oennoco npomucmosanns Ykpainu 3 pociiicekoro ¢edepayicio 3pocmac npakmuyHa
nompeba 60100iHHA ~ AH2NIUCLKOI MOB0OI0 5K  MOBOI0  MINCHAPOOHO20  CNINKY8AHHA  OJA
BILlCbKOBOCIYIHCOOBYIE  Oiyepcvbkoco ckaady 3opotinux Cun  Yxpainu. Bionogiono, nepeo
3aKnadamu  8uUWoi 0ceimu nocmae HeoOXIOHICMb GHeCeHHs 3MIH 00 cunabycie i npoepam

oucyunninu «lHo3emMHa mosa 3a Npo@ecitiHuM CHPAMYBAHHAM», W00 3a008LIbHUMU nompeou
Maubymuix gaxisyie 8i0n0GIOHO 00 BUMO2 CbO20OCHHS, WO 3i 8020 OOKY nepedbauae CmeopeHHs
KYpCi8 nio2omosku, sKi 6azyiomscs Ha oyinyi yinei i nomped, a maxodic QyuKyii, 0 UKOHAHHS
SAKUX He0OXiOHa au2niticbka Mo8éa.

Y cmammi onucano emanu cmeopenus kypcy «Bilicbkosa cneyianizosana anenilicoka
(mexawnizosani ma maukosi eilicoka)» Ha 0azi niopyunuka asmopie M. Jleexo, O. Coseap,
B. Botiuenxo, I. Aumonis, O. ll]epou, 1. Tuuunu, npoananizo8ano 1o2o Memooudti OCHO8U, ONUCAHO
CMPYKmMypy [ Ha OCHOBI p0o32110y 360POMHbO20 38 83Ky 8I0 GUKIAOAYIE Ma MAUOYmHIX oghiyepis
excnepumenmanvrux 2pyn Hayionanvhoi axademii cyxonymuux 6iticbk imeni cemvmana I[lempa
Cacaiioaunozo 6UOKpeMIEeHO KOMNIEKC eheKmMuUSHUX 3a80aHb, AKI (hopMyoms ma po3eusaroms
KOMYHIKAMUBHY KOMNEMEHMHICMb 3 IHO3eMHOI MOBU 30 NPOGECIliHUM CIPAMYBAHHAM.

Cmeopennus Kypcy cK1aoanocs 3 n’amu emanis: ananizy nomped, niaHy8aHus, NPoeKmyeanHsl,
Hanucanus ma anpobayii. Kypc exnouae cim mem, 5K He 3anexcamsv 00HA 8i0 0OHOL i MOXCYmMb
8UBUAMUCL AK OKpemi MOOYAl [ NOKIUKaHuu ¢opmysamu y KypCamHmie CHPOMONCHICMb
BUKOPUCTOBYBAMU  JIeKCUYHI OOUHUYI 34 NpOQeciiHuMy memamu y CAMOCMIUHUX YCHUX |
NUCOMOBUX BUCTIOBNIOBAHHAX, BUCIOBNIO8AMU MA OOIPYHMO8Y8amu G1ACHY OYMKY 8 OUCKYCIAX,
onucysamu cxemu, MATOHKU, CKIa0amu OO0N0Gi0i 00 Clatidie; a mMakKoxiC pO36UBAMU HABUUKU
YUMAHHA, CNPULLMAHHA MOBU HA CIYX, YCHO20 MA NUCbMOB020 NepeKiady MmeKCmis i3 8iliCbKO8O-
npogeciiinoi memamuxu.

Knrwowuosi cnoea: inwomosna xomnemeHmuicmv;, MauOymui oghiyepu, iHO3eMHA MO08A 3d
npogheciinum CRpAMY8AHHAM, emanu HANUCAHHS, 360POMHIL 36 A30K.
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