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ESP TEACHING (MILITARY ASPECT) IN WARTIME CONDITIONS

The article deals with the issue of providing a stable and continuous process of ESP teaching
to military professionals in wartime conditions. Taking into account the peculiarities of ESP
teaching at the Military Academy named after Yevheniy Berezniak, together with the expansion of
online learning functions, there is a need to adhere to the traditional teaching format, which aims
to preserve the key structural components and basic requirements of the training course. It is
substantiated that despite being a new reality and having many advantages distance learning is not
able to fully ensure the stability and continuity of the educational process in wartime conditions. In
this regard, it is advisable to apply models of blended learning to combine both traditional and
distance teaching technologies.
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Introduction. English for special purposes (ESP) teaching at higher military
educational institutions involves acquiring professional mobility and highly
specialized training in a specific field of knowledge or practical activity via learning a
foreign language. Professional foreign language orientation is also determined by
future specialists’ need to apply knowledge acquired during professional training
while carring out communication in native speakers’ environment. Within this
framework, at the Military Academy named after Yevheniy Berezniak ESP teaching
is an important element of educational process aimed at professional knowledge and
practical skills” acquisition necessary for professionally oriented communication.

These days, due to wartime conditions both classwork and distance learning
process in a synchronous mode are significantly limited, that is why educators need
to regard to an asynchronous method of work with educational material, which is
mostly based on self-study. Taking into account the peculiarities of professional
foreign language training at the Military Academy named after Yevheniy Berezniak,
together with the expansion of online learning functions, there is a need to adhere to
the traditional teaching format, which aims to preserve the key structural components
and basic requirements of the training course, necessary for the development of future
specialists’ foreign language competencies.

Analysis of relevant research shows that the problematic issues of teaching
foreign languages under crisis circumstances — in pandemic and wartime conditions —
have been studied by many Ukrainian and foreign scholars.

The COVID-19 global pandemic has resulted in significant changes around the
world. Until the end of March 2020, many countries took radical measures to control
the spread of the disease, that is why the transition to distance learning became very
urgent. Under such circumstances, the term emergency distance learning appeared
[7, p. 8], which involves a temporary transition from face-to-face or mixed forms
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of education to complete distance learning in response to crisis circumstances.
Ukrainian researchers V. Kukharenko and V. Bondarenko investigated the theoretical
and methodological problems of implementing the educational process in the
conditions of quarantine caused by the COVID-19 pandemic [2].

Foreign researchers A. Bourdebane, S. Chun, T. Russell focus on technical and
pedagogical difficulties that arise during learning foreign languages online [8, 9], in
particular, the availability of specially developed educational materials for online
learning. They elicit two most popular modes of online learning — synchronous and
asynchronous.

R. Westerlund, O. Chugai, S. Petrenko have analyzed the experience of online
teaching and learning English in higher educational institutions of Ukraine in
pandemic and wartime conditions, namely how COVID-19 and wartime affected
social, methodological and emotional aspects of teaching and learning foreign
languages during the period of 2019-2023 [11].

O. Torosyan, O. Overchuk, A.Rogulska have researched foreign languages’ e-
learning technologies in wartime conditions and determined distance learning as the
main type of learning, as it combines online learning with a teacher and self-study [5].

T. Shchegoleva, O. Podzygun, A. Petrova, and N.Klos have studied the
peculiarities of methodological approaches to ESP teaching in wartime conditions
and under crisis circumstances [6, 3].

Although the problem of ESP teaching in crisis and wartime conditions holds an
important place in scientific researches, it cannot be considered completely solved.
Taking into account the high priority tasks and the significance of the future
specialists’ abilities to be linguistically prepared to perform them, often in high risk
environment, ESP teaching at high military educational institutions remains open and
requires a comprehensive research.

The aim of the study is to identify and analyze the current problems of ESP
teaching at higher military educational institutions in wartime conditions.

Research Methods. To reach the goal the following methods were used:
analysis of the researched problem; systematization and generalization of the
information obtained from the theoretical sources; methods of comparative analysis,
classification, abstraction, induction and deduction.

Results. The Russian war against Ukraine caused a significant number of problems
in the higher education system, one of these is providing a stable and continuous
educational process. In order to preserve the lives of the subjects of the educational
process, a choice was made in favor of the most optimal forms of education.

Traditional format of ESP teaching to military professionals has a number of
special features in comparison to other more theoretically oriented disciplines. The
basis of the traditional face-to-face format is a special foreign text that contains
specific vocabulary and terminology. In the future, in order to master professional
speaking skills, it is necessary to do special training exercises that are close to real
life professional situations, which are «reproduced» by means of a dialogic speech.
Learning a foreign language by means of information and communication
technologies is a process that is constantly being changed and updated from the point
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of view of technological innovations. In this context, the established traditional ideas
about learning foreign languages undergo significant changes.

Under current circumstances, the distance form of education is dominant. In
accordance with the order of the Ministry of Education Ne 120 from 02.15.24, the
distance form of education provides education that takes place mainly through the
mediated interaction of distant participants in the educational process in a specialized
environment that functions on the basis of modern psychologically pedagogical and
information communication technologies [4].

As it is noted by I. Bloshchynskyi, distance education is a system of both information
and communication technologies and innovative teaching methods that provide interaction
between educators and learners at various stages of educational process including self-
study that presumes working with educational materials online [1].

In wartime conditions, the Internet enables such distance learning formats as
synchronous, asynchronous and mixed, depending on the technological abilities of
the participants of the educational process, the availability of electricity, access to the
Internet, etc. In general, synchronous learning is interpreted as cooperation between
the educator and learners or a group of learners with each other in real time.
Asynchronous learning presumes time division during the interaction of the
participants of the educational process [8, 9]. Distance learning within the framework
of ESP teaching at the Military Academy includes synchronous classes (practical
group classes in special digital services, project work, etc.) and asynchronous classes
(presentation of grammar material in the form of recorded lectures, processing of
video and audio materials, electronic correspondence regarding the completion of
tasks assigned for self-study, testing, etc.).

Among the advantages of distance learning within the framework of ESP teaching
we can mention the following: modernization of online education, efficiency of self-
study, increase in motivation to study a foreign language, control and computer testing,
encouraging educators’ professional skills and motivation to create electronic teaching
aids. Moreover, it should be noted that self-study contributes to the formation of speech
competences, activates cognitive activities, encourages learners to search and process a
significant amount of educational material from various sources. The use of various
interactive methods and learning technologies, namely role-plays, quests, group
discussions, the project method, case technologies etc. has become an important
motivation factor to learn a foreign language in an online format.

Despite the fact that distance learning is characterized by high interactivity and
involves differentiation and individualization of the educational process, in wartime
conditions it is significantly different from the distance format in the quarantine
period. Due to powercuts, lack of access to the Internet, air alarms and the need to
move to a shelter, distance learning cannot fully ensure the stability and continuity of
the educational process, as well as full-fledged foreign language communication and
successful use of interactive teaching methods. The issue of future specialists’
professionalism caused a change in teaching approaches, namely the introduction of
innovative methods and learning technologies while preserving the key structural
components and basic requirements of the ESP teaching to military professionals.

144



BilicbkoBa ocBiTa 2 (50), 2024

Taking into consideration the mentioned before, we can state that blended
learning is of particular importance in modern realities. According to Ukrainian
scholars V. Kuharenko and V. Bondarenko, blended learning is based on a fusion of
traditional teaching methods and the introduction of new information teaching
technologies into the educational process; the fusion of various technologies into a
single integrated educational approach [2, p. 50]. So, we can conclude that an
important factor for the effective implementation of blended learning models is the
fusion of traditional and distance learning technologies. In this regard, the main goal
of educators is to interact actively with learners, monitor their progress and help
when it is necessary.

The practical experience of ESP teaching at the Military Academy named after
Yevheniy Berezniak shows that the acquisition of foreign language competence in the
military environment (compared to the civilian environment) is carried out in specific
conditions, which affect the quality and efficiency of the educational process. The
peculiarities of military specialists’ training require a strict regulation both of the training
time and the training process itself, as learners have to combine their education with the
performance of their official duties. So, in our opinion, the following blended learning
scenarios can be effective for ESP teaching in our institution:

classroom work with online elements, for example, checking grammar online,
doing lexical-grammatical exercises and test tasks;

classroom work supplemented with communicative elements in an online
format, for example, learners receive tasks by e-mail and are encouraged to use
authentic language materials for their implementation;

consistent change of classroom work to online classes, for example, application
of the project method followed by the discussion in a group, virtual communication
between subjects of education;

communicative interaction between the subjects and objects of education in the
virtual educational space, for example, supervised by the educator self-study, the
presence of a virtual audience that ensures group work [6].

In the context of blended learning, it is worth noting the expediency of using
external (Moodle) and internal platforms (Duolingo Macmillan Education
Everywhere, ELT Platform). In addition, the Lingva.Skills platform is quite popular
today, which contributes to the formation of foreign language grammatical and
lexical competence of future specialists [10]. Unfortunately, dependence on technical
learning aids is one of the main disadvantages of blended learning. These days’
challenges make it necessary to review the approaches to ESP teaching at the Military
Academy named after Yevheniy Berezniak. It is advisable to develop and implement
a combined model of the educational process, which should be clearly structured and
comprehensive. Such a model requires the development of appropriate educational
tasks, the selection of effective interactive methods and technologies, implementation
in accordance with the educational results of current and final evaluation.

Conclusions. One of the efficient ways to provide a stable and continuous ESP
teaching process at the Military Academy named after Yevheniy Berezniak is distance
learning, since classroom work and learning in a synchronous mode are not always
possible in wartime conditions. It is advisable to use e-learning platforms that allow you
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to effectively distribute educational materials and monitor the results. The distance form
of learning has many advantages, but in wartime conditions it is significantly different
from distance learning format during the quarantine period. Due to the influence of
external factors caused by the war, the distance form of learning does not ensure
complete communicative interaction with learners and successful application of
interactive learning methods during the ESP teaching process.

The peculiarities of ESP teaching at the Military Academy named after
Yevheniy Berezniak require a strict regulation of training time and training process
itself, as learners have to combine their education with the performance of their
official duties. In this regard, ESP teaching requires using blended learning models,
which, on one hand, enable the learners to choose the place, pace, thythm and time
for learning on their own and, on the other hand, use their strongest points while
minimizing the weak ones. The issue of future specialists’ professionalism within the
framework of ESP teaching also determines the introduction of innovative
educational methods and technologies while simultaneously keeping key structural
components and basic requirements of educational disciplines.

Prospects for further research — implementation of foreign experience in the
dissemination of blended learning models within the framework of ESP teaching process.
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AHOTANISA
Inna CemeHsiko,
KaHJIUJAT MOJITUYHUX HAYK, JOLEHT
Boenna axanemist
iMeHi1 €Brenis bepesnska, M. Kui

®daxoBa iHIIOMOBHA MiATOTOBKA (BiliCbKOBHMI aCNEeKT) B YMOBAaX BOCHHOIO CTaHY

Ilocmanoeka npoonemu. @axosa inuomosna niocomoexa y BBH3 € sasciueum enremenmom
HABYAILHO20 NpOYecy, CNpAMOBAHO20 HA HAOYMMA NpogheciiHux 3HAHbL | NPAKMUYHUX HABUYOK,
HeoOXiOHux 01 nodanvuioi ¢haxosoi OdisnbHocmi. B ymoeax eocnnoco cmamy oOucmanyitine
HABYAHHA € HOBOI PealbHICMI0 Mma Mac 6azamo nepesaz, Npome GOHO He 30amHe NOBHOI0 MiPOIO
3abe3neyumu cmadiibHicms [ Oe3nepepeHicmb HABYAILHO20 npoyecy. Y 38’43KY 3 yum OOYLIbHO
3acmocosysamu  MoOeni  3MIWAHO20 HABYAHHA, WO HAOAIOMb  MOJMCIUBICMb  NOEOHAHHSA
MpaouyitiHux i Oucmanyiinux mexHono2iu. Bpaxosyrouu ocobausocmi ¢haxosoi iHUOMOBHOT
niocomosku y Boeuniu axademii imeni €eeenisi bepesusaxa, paszom i3 po3uupeHHaM @QYHKYIl
OHIIAUH-HABYAHHS, BUHUKAE HEOOXIOHICMb V OOMPUMAHHI MPAOUYItIHO20 HOopMamy HABUAHHS,
CHPAMOBAHO20 HA 30epediceHHs KIIOYO8UX CMPYKMYPHUX KOMNOHEHmMI8 ma 0a308Ux 6UMo2
HA84abHO20 KYPCY.

Mema. Buswayumu ma npoananizyeamu axmyaivHi npooremu haxogoi IHUIOMOBHOT
niocomosxu y BBH3 6 ymosax 6oenHo2o cmamy.

Memoou. Komnnekchuil HaAyKo8uti aumaniz npooaemu OO0CHIONCEHHs; cucmemamusayis ma
V3a2anvHeHHs iHhopmayii, ompumanoi 3 HAyKOBUX i MemMOOUYHUX Odcepell; Memoou NOPIGHAHHS,
Kaacughikayii, abcmpazysans, iHOyKyii ma 0edykyii.

Buxnao ocnosnozo mamepiany. 3azuaueno, wo ¢axosa iHuloMO8HA NiO20MOBKA € NPOUECOM,
AKUNL NOCMIUHO 3MIHIOEMbC MA OHOBIIOEMbCA 3 NO2A0Y MEXHON02IUHUX [HHo8ayilt. Y yvomy
KOHmeKCcmi ycmaneri mpaouyiiti ysa6ileHHs npo HA8UAHHS IHO3EMHUX MO8 3A3HAIOMb 3HAYHUX 3MIH.

Obrpynmosano, wo numauHs Npoghecionanizmy Maudymuix ¢haxieyie 3yMONIOE 3MIHU
nioxo0ié 00 BUKIAOAHHS, A came BNPOBAVIHCEHHS IHHOBAYIUHUX MemOoOi8 ma MexHOI02il HABYAHHS.
31 30epedcenHAM KI0UO8UX CIPYKIMYPHUX CKIAO08UX MA OCHOBHUX BUMO2 HABYATLHO20 KYPC).

Hogedeno, wo 3a cyyacuux peaniti 0cobauBo20 3HaueHHs HaOysae smiwiane Haeuanua. Ha
OYMKY A8MOPKU, 8AHCIUBOIO YMOBOI0 OJisl eheKmusHoi peanizayii mooeneti 3MiUaH020 HABUAHHSA €
NOEOHAHHA MPAOUYTUHUX | OUCMAHYILHUX MEXHON02TU.

Hoesusna. Aémopka 00800umv, wjo 8aMCIUSUM YUHHUKOM egheKmugsHoi peanizayii mooeneu
3MIUWAHO20 HABYAHHS 8 PAMKAX (PAX0B80I THUOMOBHOI NIO2OMOBKU € NOEOHAHHSI MPAOUYILHUX |
OUCMaHYitHux mexuonoeii Haguants. OCKIIbKU Ni020MOBKA BILICbKOSUX (haxisyie sumazae cy8opoi
peanameHmayii K Ha84aIbHO20 4acy, MAaK i camoz20 HABYAILHO20 NPoyecy, ad MAaAKO#C NOEOHAHHS
HABYaHHA 3 BUKOHAHHAM CAYHcOO8UX 0008’53Ki6, A8MOPKA NPONOHYE CYUEeHapii 3MIUAHO20
HABYAMHA, AKI MOXNCYymb OVmMu eeKmueHuMu 0asi 6UKIAOAHHS [HO3eMHOI MO8U Npogecitinozo
cnpamysanns y BBH3.

Bucnoseku. Oonum i3 epekmusHux wiisaxié GupiulenHs npooIeMHO20 NUMAHHA 301UCHEHHS]
¢axoeoi inwomosnoi niocomoexu y BA imeni €eeenis bepesnsaxa na ocnogi cmabitbHocmi ma
be3nepeperHocmi € 3aCmMoCcy8anHs OUCMAHYIUHOT POopMU HABUAHHS, OCKINbKU AYOUMOPHE HABYAHHS
ma npoeeoeHHs 3aHAMb V' CUHXPOHHOMY DENCUMI He 3AB8HCOU € MONCTUBUMU 8 YMOBAX B0EHHO20
cmany. ducmanyiiina ¢popma Hasuanusa mae 6azamo nepesaz, npome 8 yMO8AX B0EHHO20 CMAHY
B0HA 3HAYHO 6l()plS’H}Z€I71bC}l 8i0 mo2o oucmanyilinoco gopmamy, wo 0y8 y nepioo KaPAHMUHY. \%
36 ;z3i<y i3 BNAUBOM 308HIWHIX YUHHUKIE, OucmaHyiuna @opma He 3ab6e3neuye NOoBHOYIHHOT
KOMYHIKAMUBHOI 83A€MO0Ti Ma YCHIWHO20 3ACMOCO8Y8AHHS ITHMEPAKMUBHUX MEeMOOi8 HABUAHHSL.

Ocobausocmi  paxosoi  iHwomosHoi niocomosku y BBH3 3ymoenioroms  H#opcmky
peanameHmayilo HAeuanibHo20 4acy i 0e3nocepeOHbo HABUANLHO20 Npoyecy, KA CHpUuduHeHd
CYMIWEHHAM HABUAHHA 3 BUKOHAHHAM CAYHCOO8UX 0008°A3Ki6. YV 36’A3Ky i3 yum OOYiNbHO
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3acmocosysamu  MoOeni 3MIUAHO20 HABYAHHA, WO HAOAE 3000Y8auam OCEIMU MONCIUBICIb
camocmitino obupamu micye, memn, pumm ma 4ac 01 HAGYAHHS, A MAKONC BUKOPUCTNOBY8AMU iX
HAUCUNbHIWI cmoponu 1l MiHiMizyeamu ciaoki. Ilumanns npoghecionanizmy mabymuix gaxieyis y
KOHMeKCMi IHUOMOBHOI NIO20MOBKU MAKOHAC 3YMOBIIOE BNPOBAONCEHHS THHOBAYIUHUX MemOo0die ma
MEeXHON02I HABYAHHSA 31 30epedCcenHIM KIOUO8UX CMPYKMYPHUX CKIAO08UX MA OCHOBHUX BUMO2
HABYANbHO20 KYPCY.

Ilepcnekmugu nodanvuiux O00CHIOHCEHb — BNPOBAOICEHHS 3aApYOINCHO20 00C8I0Y 8
nowUpenHs mooeell IMIUAH020 HA84aHHs Y npoyeci ¢axoeoi inuomosHoi niocomoexu y BBH3.

Knrouoei cnosa: inozemuma mosa; 8ilicbkosi ¢haxisyi;, ¢haxoea IHWOMOBHA NiO20MOBKA;
B0EHHUL CMAH; OUCAHYIUHE HABUAHHSL, 3MIULAHE HABYAHHS, KOMYHIKAMUBHUL NiOXIO.
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